Garth Bawden has written the first general overview of the Moche culture to appear in over 20 years. As part of "The Peoples of America" series currently being published by Blackwell Publishers, this book is a very welcome synthesis of the Moche culture that is based on iconographic analysis of pottery and other Moche artifacts; recent spectacular finds at Sipan, San Jose de Moro, Huaca de la Luna, and Huaca El Brujo; and less well known settlement and artifact studies. There is little in this volume that is truly new, at least to scholars familiar with the Moche culture. The real strength of the book lies in its cohesive, and at times provocative, overview garnered from published sources and ideas that have been presented at various meetings over the past 15 years.
In chapters 4 and 5, Bawden discusses the symbols of power, represented by the iconography on pottery, metal objects, and architecture, that the Moche elite used and manipulated during reenactments of sacred myths to legitimize their elevated positions in Moche society in contrast to the majority of Moche people. One curious feature of chapter 4 is the discussion of major platform sites that, according to Bawden, were rather sparsely populated ceremonial centers until Moche V times. With the recent excavations at Cerro Blanco revealing a very dense urban settlement, this claim about empty ceremonial centers may be overstated. Ironically, this idea may stem from the lack of largescale investigations at most major Moche sites, a bias that has distorted settlement patterns similar to the bias Bawden notes in the overemphasized studies of the Moche core area.
Chapter 6 contains a summary of north-coast archaeological cultures back to late preceramic times. Cultural continuity is emphasized, i.e., massive Initial Period mounds presaging later Moche pyramids. One point of contention that I have concerns statements made about large-mound construction, beginning in this chapter with Gallinazo mounds (p. 188) and repeated in later chapters (pp. 229, 294) for Moche mounds. For the Gallinazo and Moche, large mounds represent the capability of mobilizing large regional labor forces, implying centralized rule. However, such capability is denied the Initial Period people, even though their constructions were often much larger than those of later peoples. I suspect that Bawden downplays the possibility of centralized rule during the Initial Period because (1) no elaborate burials have yet been found to suggest class stratification and (2) strong centralized rule at 1500 B.C. does not correspond to theories dictating slow evolutionary development of < . . complex socletles. In chapter 7, Bawden notes the problems investigators have had with Larco's five-phase sequence, particularly in the valleys north of Jequetepeque. He envisions the Moche culture as arising out of multiple sources along the north coast, not the result of a single source expansion out of the Moche-Chicama area.
Chapter 8 concerns the florescence of Moche culture, corresponding to Moche III-IV, and the differences between the individualistic centralized rule of the Moche-Chicama area versus the myth-role-enactment type of rule in valleys to the north. In Bawden's view, the lattertype of rule was more tied to the community, and as a result, during Moche V and later times, the northern valleys suffered far less dramatic change than did the valleys from Chicama on south.
In Before discussing individual articles, I must emphasize the high quality of the publication. Architectural studies depend on their illustrations, and the authors and the Reiss-Museum are to be thanked for the excellent photographs, plans, and sections. Some illustrations are actually beautiful, and all the artwork is competent and useful to archaeologists. ronmental problems, and internal stress. Bawden handles these two chapters quite well, despite the diff1culty of obtaining concrete evidence of internal stress and an overemphasis on the seriousness of environmental factors. Again, in his view, the northern valleys fared better during this transitional period.
In the final chapter, Bawden cites the legacy that the Moche left on later cultures, including modern-day Peru. Examples of this legacy include Chimu blackware derived from Moche V blackware and reed boats that are still used along portions of the north coast. The most enduring legacy, however, is the practice of shamanism, which Bawden sees as directly tied to the Moche rulers' roles as shamans in maintaining a balance between the real world and the spirit world.
In sum, Garth Bawden has provided a thorough and stimulating volume that offers much food for thought concerning one of ancient Peru' s most interesting civilizations. Overall, the book is well done. My major complaint is that the half-tone reproductions are of poor quality, often too dark to discern much detail. The weakest paper in the volume is Terence Grieder' s article7 "On Two Types of Andean Tombs," which contrasts aboveground funerary structures (chullpas) and subterranean shaft and chamber tombs. In a free-form use of South American ethnography that blithely hops across millenia, Grieder argues that the shaft and chamber tombs symbolized wombs and that the chullpas are phalli, and that a supposed shift in funerary forms chullpas are phalli, and that a supposed shift in funerary forms
